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METROPOLITAN TRAIN NETWORK — VIOLENT INCIDENT INCREASE 

1203. Hon Alison Xamon to the Minister for Transport 

I refer to an article in the West Australian newspaper on 11 July 2009, reporting an almost 19 percent increase in 
‘violent incidents’ on the metropolitan train network during 1 January to 21 May 2009, compared to the same 
period last year, and ask - 

(1) What is meant by a ‘violent incident’? 

(2) Would the Minister please provide year to date numbers of ‘violent incidents’ for each of the 
metropolitan train lines, reported by, - 

(a) incidents occurring on the trains; and 

(b) incidents occurring at the stations and immediate surrounds such as the train station carparks? 

(3) How many of these incidents were attended by transit guards while they were occurring (please provide 
details for each train line)? 

(4) Were any of these violent incidents reported to the police? 

(5) If yes to (4), how many? 

(6) How many of these incidents resulted in charges being laid by police? 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN replied: 

(1) The Public Transport Authority considers a violent incident to be an act by a person who assaults or 
attempts to assault or threaten others, including Public Officers. A violent incident is also considered to 
be action taken by a person to resist arrest by punching, kicking and thrashing which requires restraint. 

(2) The following statistics are from 1 January 2009 to 17 September 2009. 

(a)  Armadale 27 Mandurah 10 
Fremantle 3 Midland 8 
Joondalup 10  

(b)  Armadale 93 Mandurah 64 
Fremantle 25 Midland 37 
Joondalup 42 City Area stations 75 

(3) Transit Officers attended and dealt with 276 incidents whilst the offence/s was still being committed or 
the offender was still present upon their arrival at the scene. The Public Transport Authority does not 
have the information readily available with respect to the breakdown of the 276 incidents into train lines 
and to get this specific information would require considerable research which would divert staff away 
from their normal duties. Accordingly, I am not prepared to allocate the States resources to provide a 
response with this level of detail. 

(4)-(5) Yes. 161 incidents/offences were reported to Police and/or Police were in attendance at the scene when 
the offence was being committed. 

(6) These records are maintained by Western Australian Police. 
 


